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„ enſive winter cheer'd by him 
_ Sits at the ſocial fire, and happy hears + 
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To the Citizens of London and Weſt- 


minſter, and to the Inhabitants of all the 


' Diſtricts watered by the Thames, this 


COUNTERMINE is humbly dedicated, 
By their faithful, 
And affectionate Eountryman, 
| JOHN FROST: 


Cold-Bath Fields, 
July 1, 1792. 
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Page &, line 16, for in, read at 

Page 13, line 7, for renagades, read renegades 
Page 24, line 11, for imports, read impoſts 
Ibid. line 12, for £.5,075,365, read C. 5.691, 395 
Page 25 line 18, for legallity, read legality 
Page 27, line 1, for annuity, read ſurplus 

Page 32, line 15, for ſubjects, read objects 
Page 46, line 23, for in, read at 
Page 47, line 16, fer puplic, read public 
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CHEAP COALS; 


c. Tc, Ofc. 


Dear Coantrymen and . elloau Citizens, 


LAM very ſenſible that in attempting to 


draw your attention to ſome remarks, calcu- 


lated and intended to reduce the price of 
coals, and that will reduce them, too, if you 
pleaſe, I labour under a very conſiderable 


diſadvantage in addreſſing you during the 
hot and ſultry month of July. But recol- 


lect, that cold Winter will ſoon come; when 


nothing is ſo comfortable as a good rouzing 
fire, and nothing ſo comfortleſs as the want 


The article of coals amounts nearly to the 
ſeventh part of the common expence of houſe- 


keeping. It is in your power to ſave a ſe- 
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venth part of this ſeventh; that is to ſay, 
for example, if the chaldron of coals colt 
thirty-five ſhillings, you may reduce it to 
thirty : or, if fœrty-two ſhillings, to ſis-and- 
thirty. But if you deal in certain kinds of 
manufacture; if you are a ſugar-refiner, a 
ſalt-reſiner, a brewer, a diſtilier, a founder, 


a ſmith, a tallow-chandler, a ſoap-boiler, a 


brick-maker, or of any other handicraft that 
requires a great deal of firing, your ſaving 
will be in proportion to the quantity of fewel 
YOu conſume. 


Your virtuous and patriotic Miniſter has 


told you that the public income exceeds the 
public expence by an annual ſum of not leſs 
than ſeventeen hundred thouſand pounds ! 


Very well. In ſuch a proſperous ſtate of 


affairs, is it wiſely or well done, to continue 
a local and temporary tax, after the cbject 


for which it had been originally impoſed 
was fully accompliſhed ? a tax on an article 


neceſſary to ſo many of our moſt important 
manufactures? indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


comfort and to life? If there be one article, 


bread 
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bread alone excepted, that ſhould be ex- 
empted from taxation, and much more from 
partial, immoderate, and oppreſſive taxation, 
rather than another, it is coals. Nay, there 
are men, and men of ſenſe and reflection, 
too, who do not ſcruple to tell you, that to 
lay a duty on coals, is even worſe than it 
would be to lay a duty on bread: not only 


| becauſe the poor people, in this rigorous but 


not unproductive climate, ſuffer more from 
cold than from hunger, but becauſe, wherever 
there is plentcous and cheap coal, it is no dif- 
ſicult matter, by appl®ation, either to ma- 
nufactures, to agriculture, or to fiſhing, to 


- procure plentiful proviſions. The uſe of 


coals, in a variety of valuable manufactures, 
is well known, and their importance is daily 
increaſed by the rapid improvements in the 
ſteam- engine. Coals are neceſſary to the 
making of ſalt; ſalt to the curing of fiſh and 
fleth ; and the curing of fiſh and fleſh, in order 
to their tranſportation from place to place, 
and their preſervation from time to time. 
To the huſbandman coals is an article 


almoſt as valuable as to the manufacturer, 


the ſiſherman, or the grazier. For, give the 
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ſkilful farmer abundance of coal, and he will 


have very little knowledge or invention, it 


he do not find out ſome {ſubſtance or other 
that may by that invaluable mineral, be 
converted into a rich and fructifying manure 
for his fields. | 


At a period, when the ſcience of political 


ceconomy was but in its infancy, it is not to 
be wondered, that a tax ſhould have been im- 
poſed on coals carried to the northward of the 
Clyde, and the Tay, in Scotland, although 
the counties beyond thoſe rivers were, of all 
the regions in Great-Britain, thoſe into which 


the importation of coals ought to have been 


encouraged : nor is it more ſurprizing that, 
in ſuch a period, a wanton monarch ſhould 
have provided for one of his natural children, 
by a tax laid on the carriage of coals in 
England—But it is not a little wonderful, 
that, in the preſent times, when the reſources 
of finance and the fprings of national wealth 
and grandeur are fo happily explored and 
generally underſtood, Mr. Vitt, who reſts 
his charaQter and pretenſions to public con- 


{dence chiefly on his {kill in political ceconc- 


my 
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my and ſinance, ſhould clandeſtinely continue, 
or rather ſlip on, without the ſmalleſt pretext 
of neceſſity, or advantage, on the occaſion 
of the Conſolidation Act, a local duty on coals, 
to the enormous amount already mentioned ? 
A tax that muſt operate as a very conſider- 
able diſadvantage and draw-back on manu- 
factures in thoſe parts where the greateſt 
number and variety of manulaQures is car— 
ricd on, and where moit is drawn from the 
fermentation of various and mingled induf- 
try, to the public revenue! As it will ſcarcely 
be poſſible for thoſe who have been accuſ- 
tomed to conſider Mr. Pitt as a miniſter both 
protound and pure in his views, to believe 


him capable of ſuch conduQ, or to liſten to 


any detail of figures and facts that profeſſes 
to expoſe it, I ſhall call to the recollection 
of my tellow-citizens a few particulars which 


will incontrovertibly prove, that what is now 


alledged reſpecting our Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, 1s neither impoſſible nor im- 


probable. 


1. It was uniformly and loudly maintained 
by the patriot Pitt, of glorious memory, that 
a jyſtem 


4 10 


a ſyſtem of corruption had pervaded every 
rank and order of men, that the ſpirit of our 
conſtitution had evaporated, and the forms 
of government become a mere mockery of 
the people. The courtier PIT, recent from 
ſchool and the ſtudy of the law, preſented him- 
{clf to his country-men, firſt in private aſſocia- 
tions, and afterwards in the Houle of Com- 
mons, under the mantle and in the ſpirit of 
his father: “* The ſpirit of the conſtitution 
* has fled—It is dead, and cannot be revived 
4 without a transfuſion of new blood! Let 


cus reanimate the political frame by an equal, 
“full, and fair repreſentation of the people 
in parliament!” This was the language 


of our young Asc AN Ius, when he pretended, 


tor the ſake of popularity, to emulate the 


virtues of both his father EN EAS and his 


uncle HC TOR. Let this ſtrenuous defender 
of the conſtitution is ſcarcely warm in his 


ſeat of Prime Miniſter, when he adviſes the 
diſſolution of parliament againſt the ſenſe of 
the Houſe of Commons, the only legal organ 
by which the voice of the people can be ex- 


preiled, however much it may be out of 


repair, 
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repair, and however much in need of reform- 
tion. 


2. Wich regard to this ſame reformation, 
as loudly as he cried out for it before, he ſet 
his face againſt it from the moment he be- 
came Chancellor of the Exchequer : which 
is as much as to ſay, © It is a bad form of 
„ government in which I have not an im- 
portant ſhare; but none can be unſound 


« where I direct the helm.” 


3. Mr. Pitt, on the day after Mr. Sheridan's 
famous oration for the impeachment of Mr. 
Haſtings in the Houle of Commons, after an 
equivocal exordium to an inconſiſtent ſpeech, 
in which he mingled much praiſe with flight 
cenſure, gave his voice for the impeachment, 
on the ground, that, although it was reaſon- 
able to impoſe a fine on Cheyt-Sing, the 
Governor-general had fined him in too great 
a ſum. We were all greatly ſurpriſed at this 
catching at a pretext for impeachment, when 
we reflected that it was to the friends and 
the perſonal magnanimity of Mr. Haſtings, 
who ſcorned all compromiſe with his proſe- 
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cutors, that Mr. Pitt owed his ſtation. Our 
wonder ceaſed when it was afterwards known 


that an intercepted letter had diſcovered a very 


natural deſign in a high quarter, to inveſt 
the late Governor-gencral with the manage- 


ment of the affairs of India. The firſt Lord 


of the Treaſury, jealous of the great mind of 
Mr. Haſtings, embraced a pretence for har- 
raſſing, if not humbling, the man whom he 
conſidered as his rival, and veiled his hoſtile 
fears under the ſacred name of juſtice. 


Did not theſe notorious facts ſufficiently 


prove the cunning and verſatility of our 


preſent Prime Miniſter, I might mention 


other dextrous manceuvres of his, in order 


to prolong his own power, ſome of them 


even at the expence of freedom : His exciſe 
on tobacco ; his impoſition of paltry and un- 


productive, but vexatious, taxes *, for the 
ſake of extending his patronage; his artifices 
on the occaſion of the Regency Bill; his in- 


For the collection of new taxes, he formed new Boards at 
the expence of a great part of their produce. For collecting 
che tax on pedlars, amounting only to Goool., a Board was 
_ inftituted at an annual expence of 1 500l. 


troduction 


if 
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troduction to places of power and truſt of 


his own relations, and of young men de- 
voted to his will, without regard to abilities 
or any of thoſe circumſtances that are wont 
to be conſidered, in all official arrangements, 
in a free kingdom. Under his banners, re- 


nagades, up-ſtarts, fools, and madmen, came 


boldly forward, in important charaQters, on 
the political ſtage, and valiantly encountered 


thoſe ſhouts of contempt that ever follow at 


the heels of dullneſs, and even of mediocrity, 
when it uſurps the poſt of wiſdom aad virtue. 


The Miniſter was unfettered in his opera- 
tions by either the genius, the character, or 
the influence of his colleagues in office: and 


the grandeur of the Crown was magnified by 


the vileneſs of the inſtruments that per- 
formed its will. Unfortunate debtors, to the 


number of thouſands, and tens of thouſands, 
lie pining in gaols in every corner of the 


kingdom ; the chicane of lawyers, and the 
perverſion of laws, multiplied without end 
by multiplied taxes, more than ſupply the 


places of thoſe who die in priſon, or eſcape 


through non-payment of their groats*; curſed 
entails, 


Fhere is a time when men are war-ridden, and a time when 
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entails, the monopolization of land, and the 
immoderate extenſion of farms, leave the 
body of the country- people, the ſtrength and 
ſupport of the Nation, reduced from the 
ſituation of independent cultivators of the 
ground, to that of menial ſervants, and 
almoſt of ſlaves, to the lordly monopolizing 
farmer, without a ridge of land to feed a 
cow for giving milk to their children; thou- 
ſands of Highlanders, with their aged pa- 
rents and infant children, are driven by the 
general converſion of land into ſheep-walks, 
and other inſtances in which their kindred, 
but unnatural chiefs, ſhew that they have ex- 
changed the generoſity of feudal, for the ſpirit 
of mercantile and mercenary times, to ſeek 
refuge in foreign countries“: at the ſame 
time that vaſt tracts of land lie waſte in the 
moſt populous counties of England as well 


they are prieſt- ridden. In the preſent age we are law ridden. 
According to the preſent dilatory and expenſive ſyſtem of 
juriſprudence, in this country, the law, which ought to pro- 
tect the people, is become a nuance to ſociety, an engine for 
enabling the rich to oppreſs the poor. 


* On theſe two laſt, and other grievances, ſee the pathetic 
and impreſſive remonſtrances of CarTaix NE MITE, in his late 
Touk in England and Scotland, univerſally allowed to do him 
the greateſt honour both as a Philoſopher and a PArtriorT. 
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as Scotland, and even in the vicinity of 
London !—The Miniſter, with the greateſt 
| indifference, purſues his own little ſchemes 
of ambition: Makes new Lords; provides 


for relations and dependents ; and drags poor 


ſeamen from their trading veſſels, and from 
their families, to expoſe their limbs and 


their lives in war, equally impolitic and 


unneceſſary, which he threatens with Ruſſia 
and with Spain: While he amuſes the 


nation with the abſurd juggle of paying off 


the national debt, by borrowing from the 


public for the public, robbing Peter to pay | 
Paul, giving with the one hand, and taking 
with the other; ſedulous to conceal his want of 


capacity and of public virtue, by temporizing 
and by management, and by a laborous con- 
ſtruction of clumſy ediſices, built, however, 


ſuch as they are, on plans, and with materials 


furniſhed by others. 


Yet his whole deportment is marked by _ 


an arrogance which original genius needs not, 
and genuine patriotiſm neither needs nor 
| knows how to aſſume. In ſpeaking, he is 
harſh, unaccommodating, and ſarcaſtical; la- 
bouring not ſo much to produce cordial con- 
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viction, as to gain a logical and pedantic vie- 
tory: In liſtening to his adverſaries, he at- 
tempts to mortify them by the ſuperciliouſ- 
neſs of his looks and geſtures : Even in pri- 
vate converſation, when he deigns to obſerve + 
the common modes of politeneſs, his egotiſm 
nauſeates, and his utmoſt familiarity has the 
ſtiffneſs of condeſcenſion.—Such is the Mi- 
niſter and the man, who, at the expence of 
one part of the nation, deludes the whole 


into a falſe notion of the public revenue. He 


endeavours to trick us out of £.140,000 a- 
year; and then exclaims, through the mouths 
of a thouſand hawkers and hackney-riters, 
See how I have increaſed the public re- 
„ 


A. D. 1710. 9 Anne, cap. 22. During 
the reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, 
a propoſal was made for building fifty new 
Churches in and about the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter ; and in order to carry this 
pious intention into execution, a certain 
duty on all coals and culm, brought coaſt- 
ways into the pt of London, was impoſed 
for a limited time. From the 14th of May, 
1716, to the 29th of September, 1716, at 
3 the 
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the rate of 25. per chalder, or ton; and 
from the 28th of September, 1716, to the 
28th of September, 1724, at the rate of 
359. per chalder, or ton; in order to be 
applied to the building of fifty new churches, 
and certain other purpoſes of a ſimilar na- 
ture therein mentioned; and for no other 
uſe, intent, or purpoſe whatſoever. A. D. 
1713. 1 Geo. I. cap. 23. This duty was 
farther continued, from the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1724, to the 28th of September, 
1725, in order to provide habitations, and 
the means of maintaining the miniſters of the 
ſaid intended fifty new churches. 


A. D. 1718. 5 Geo. I. cap. 9. Several 
conſiderable ſums of money amounting, in 
the whole, to L. 161,175 16s. 7d. were 
raiſed and iſſued for the buildings, &c. 
preſcribed in former acts; but the charge of 
the ſaid buildings, &c. already begun or per- 
formed, had been ſo exceſſive, that over and 
above the application of the ſaid monies al- 
ready iſſued, a great debt was owing to work- 
men and others for the ſame: and on the ſup- 
poſition, that the buildings, &c. ſhould pro- 
ceed and be carried on at the ſame exceſſive 

rates, 
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rates, the whole (though the produce far ex- 
ceeded the original eſtimates made for build- 


ing the ſaid churches, &c.) it became evi- 


dent, would be very deficient for thoſe pur- 


| Poſes, and might probably, at the end of the 


ſaid terms, leave a conſiderable debt for work 
and other materials unprovided for. It was 
computed that the duty to be received be- 


tween Lady-day, 1719, and the 28th of 
September, 1725, when the former acts would 


expire, might produce J. 360,000. It was 
propoſed, that the ſaid duty ſhould be con- 


tinued for 32 years, from Lady-day, 1719, 


in order to raiſe the ſaid ſum of J. 360,000, 
by annuity; and that a further ſum of 
L. 528, 320 might alſo be raiſed, by ſuch other 


yearly fund, or annuity, in order to make 


good the ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty 
for that ſeſſion of parliament. The ſaid du- 
ties were, therefore, continued to the year 
1751; and the ſeveral ſums abovemen- 


tioned, ordered to be raiſed thercon by ſeparate. 


annuities for 32 years, and the ſurplus re- 
ſerved for the diſpolition of parliament. 


A. D. 1719. 6 Geo. I. cap. 4- The 
ſaid duties were made perpetual, ſubject how- 
ever 
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ever to REDEMPTION by parliament, and 
the proviſions of the former acts confirmed. 
The duties were made perpetual, purpoſely, 
to render the raiſing of the different ſums 
mentioned, in the foregoing Act, 5 Geo. I. 
cap. 9. by ſale of annuities to the South-Sea 
Company, of greater facility, and the ſecu- 
rity more certain. 


A. D. 1726. 13 Geo. I. cap. 21. further 
charges the aforeſaid duties with a debt of 
£.370,000 to make good the ſupply granted 
to his Majeſty, for the iervice of that year, 
on the credit of the ſurpluſſes of the ſaid 
duties; and directs, that the proviſions made 
by the Acts, 5 Geo. I. cap. 9. and 6 Geo. I. 
cap. 4. ſhall not be altered, at which time the 
{aid duties ſhall be underſtood to be re- 
deemed. 


A. D. 1727. 1 Geo. 2. ſtat. 2. cap. 8. The 
Bank of England advanced the ſum of 
L. I, 7 o, ooo in order to redeem all the former 
annuitics and incumbrances on this duty, 
which were accordingly redeemed, and the 
ſurplus, after paying off the ſaid incum- 
brances, was granted as a ſupply to his Ma- 

jeſty. 
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jeſty. The duty, therefore, being relieved 


from all former incumbrances was by this 


act charged with an annuity of J. 7o, ooo for 


ever, being at the rate of 4 per cent. to the 
Bank, in conſideration of the above ſum ſo 
advanced, ſubje&t however to redemption 
by parliament; the ſurplus of the duties, 
after payment of the annuity was reſerved 
for the diſpoſition of parliament ; and, on re- 
payment of the principal the annuity was to 
be wholly redeemed. It was alſo directed, 
that on payments being made, by inſtalments, 


of not leſs than £.500,000 each, ſo much of 
the ſaid annuity ſhould proportionably ceaſe. 


A. D. 1749. Act 23 Geo. II. cap. 1. re- 
| duces the ſaid annuity of 4 per cent. from 
25th December, 1750, to 3 and a-half per 
cent. until 25th December, 1757, and from 


that period to 3 per cent. This act alſo di- 
rects the ſurplus to be reſerved as before 


directed in former acts, and confirms the 


clauſes for redemption of the annuity, Obs 


part chereof, by inſtalments. 


A. D. 1755. Act 28 Geo. II. cap. 22. ap- 
plies the ſurplus of this . for laſt year, to 
the 
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the ſervice of the year 1755; and directs 
that the ſurplus ſhall in future be carried to 


the ſinking fund. 


A. D. 1779, a national impoſt of 5 per 
cent. on all former duties on coals was im- 
poſed. A | 


A. D. 1782, an additional national im- 


poſt of 5 per cent. was alſo impoſed on all 


former duties on coals. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


THE 3s. duty on coals, as impoſed by the 

9 Anne, cap. 22, for a limitted time, was to 
all intents and purpoſes, a local duty for 
building Fifty new Churches, &c. in cer- 
tain ſituations within the diſtri where 
the ſaid duty was intended to operate, and for 
no other uſe, intent or purpoſe whatſoever, 
as the ſaid act expreſsly declares; notwith- 
ſtanding this, the acts 5 Geo. I. cap. 9. and 
D I3 
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13 Geo. I. chap 21., charge this duty with 
two ſeparate debts for the public uſe ; one of 


L. 5 28, 320 and the other of £.370,000 which 
were unwarrantable impoſitions. By the ſubC- 


ſequent act of the 1 Geo. II. ſtat. 2. cap. 8. 
all the debts and incumbrances chargeable on 
this duty, including the aforementioned debts 
charged upon it for the public uſe, were re- 
deemed ; the Bank of England having lent 
the ſum of L.1,750,000 for that purpoſe, and 
for the further purpoſe of furniſhing a ſupply 


granted to his Majeſty for that year, in lieu 


of which the duty was made chargeable with 
an annuity of J. 7o, ooo for ever, (ſubject, 
however, to redemption by parliament,) 
being after the rate of 4 per cent. on the afore- 


faid principal ſum of C. 1, 7 50, ooo. Inſtead of 


fifty new churches having been built, as 
originally intended, only ten or twelve were 
really built. The expence of theſe, together 


with that of repairing other churches, &c. 
as directed by the original act, appears to have 


amounted to the ſum of J. oo, ooo only. 


From the commencement of the duty in 1716 


until the 24th of June 1728, when it was 
made applicable to the diſcharge of the an- 


nuity 


ry 
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nuity of C. 70, ooo, payable to the Bank, the 
amount of duty received appears to have 
amounted to J. 743, 370, or thereabouts: a 
ſum more than ſufficient to diſcharge every 
incumbrance that appears to have been in- 
curred on account of the churches which were 
actually built. 


From the 24th of June, 1728, the tax has 


been unneceſſary, unjuſt, partial, and oppreſſive. 
Unneceſſary, becauſe the purpoſe for which it 


was originally impoſed had been fully an- 
ſwered, unleſs it was intended by its con- 
tinuance to have coompleted the building 
of the fifty new churches, which has never 
ſince been thought of. Unjuft, becauſe 
no claſs of individuals ought to be loaded 


with more than their fair and equal pro- 


portion of the public burdens. Partial, 
becauſe it falls on the individual conſumers 
only, of coals purchaſed within the liberty 
of the port of London, a conſiderable pro- 


portion of whom, (I believe the majority,) 


as ſhall be thewn in its proper place, had no 
intereſt whatever in the original plan of the 
churches, and never have received, or could 
ever receive any benefit therefrom. Oppreſſive, 

D 2 — 


( 24 ) 
for the different reaſons already enumerated ; 


and, above all, that it is a moſt grievous bur- 
den on the poor. 


The quantities of coals and culm brought 
coaſtways into the port of London, between 
the 24th of June, 1728, when the amount 
| Payable to the Bank commenced, and the 
preſent day, Midſummer, 1792, amount to 
37,009,834 chalders and tons, producing a 
revenue on the 3s. local duty, which, with 
the overcharges on the imports 1779 and 
1782, amount, in the whole, to J. 5, 675, 365. 
The whole of this enormous ſum has been 
drawn from the pockets of the individuals al- 
ready deſcribed, unjuſtly, and without any 
neceſſity, The local tax ought, there- 
fore, to be immediately repealed, and the 
amount received ſince June, 1728, to 
be laid out in ſuch public works as may 
be moſt beneficial to the diſtricts where the 
duty in queſtion has been paid; for to return 


it into the pockets from which i it was unjuſtly 
extorted is impoſſible. 


In order to enable government, by the ſale 
of 
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of annuities to the amount of . 1, 750, ooo 
to provide for the public exigencies, a local 
duty on coals, in the port of London, origi- 
nally impoſed for the building of churches, 
after the expence incurred by that work as it 
had been carried on had been diſcharged, was 
continued. Of the juſtice, or conſtitutional 
legallity of this continued impoſt, I ſhall, for 
the preſent, ſay nothing. I reaſon from the 
acts of parliament by which it was continued. 


The act 1 Geo. II. ſtat. 2, cap. 8. charg- 
ing this duty with the payment of the annui- 
ty of C. 7o, ooo, in conſideration of the ſum 

borrowed of the Bank, expreſsly directed 
that the ſaid annuity ſhould be ſubject to re- 

demption by parliament, on payments being 

made of not leſs than . 500,000 each, that 
on every ſuch payment a proportionable reduc- 
tion ſhould take place in the annuity, until 
by ſuch repeated payments the whole annuity 
ſhould ceaſe; and it was at the ſame time 
directed, that the ſurplus of duty, after diſ- 
charging the annuity, ſhould be reſerved for 
the diſpoſition of parliament, in order to 


make the reductions of the annuity directed 
2 1 


12 
by the act. In ſhort, this act points out very 


clearly the mode by which the debt, annuity, 


and duty was to be redeemed, and the act 13 


Geo. I. cap. 21. ſe. 19. contains theſe ex- 


preſs words: That from and after payment 
« and diſcharge as well of the loans and ex- 
« chequer bills to be created by this act, with 
« all the intereſt, rate, aud charges thereon, 
« as of all former or other ſums of money 


« charged on the ſaid impoſitions and duties 
© on coals and culm, then, and not till then, 


e the ſame impoſitions and duties ſhall be 
« underſtood to be redeemed by parliament, 
« and ſhall not be iſſued or applied to any 
« other uſe, intent, or purpole whatſoever, 


« Any proviſion in any former or other act 


or acts of parliament to the contrary not- 


* withſtanding.” It now remains to be 
ſhewn how and when thoſe payments might 
have taken place, and, of courſe, when the 


duty ought to have been repealed. 


The act 23 Geo. II. cap. 1. reduced the 
annuity after the 25th of December, 1750, 
from 4 to 3 and an half per cent., and 
after the 25th of December, 1757, to 3 


per 


En 
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ßer cent.; by means of which the annuity 


increaſed ſo rapidly, that the fund was enabled 
to make a payment of J. 500, ooo in the year 
1768, which would have reduced the an- 
nuity to C. 37, 500. A ſecond payment might 
have been made in the year 1776, and the 
annuity reduced to . 22, 500. A third pay- 
ment might have been made in the year 


1783, which would have reduced the an- 
nuity to C. , 500, and the remainder of the 


debt might have been paid in the year 1786, 
when the annuity would have been totally 


redeemed, at which time the duty alſo ought 


to have been repealed. <> See the Appen- 


No payments, however, have been made, 
nor any reduction taken place in the annuity. 
Yet, notwithſtanding the loſs ariſing from 


ſuch neglect, the fund has been ſome time 


ſince enabled to diſcharge every debt and in- 
cumbrance, and leave a very conſiderable 
balance in the exchequer, as will appear by 


the following ſtatement : 


Amount 


(28 } 


Amount of duty received ſince 24th June, 1728 . 5,691, 399 | 
Amount of annuity paid to the Bank during that 


period - - - - 3,814,750 
Surplus - - 1,877,615 
Debt to the Ban 1,750,000 
Balance - . 127,615 


It has now been clearly ſhewn, firſt, that 
this duty ought not to have been continued 
after the year 1728. Secondly, that, being 
continued, it was enabled to redeem every 


incumbrance upon it, in the year 1786, bad 


the fund been properly managed agreeably to 
the directions of the act, 1 Geo. II. ſtat. 2. 
cap. 8.; and, laſtly, that notwithſtanding 
the miſmanagement beforementioned, ſuch 
has been the increaſe of ſurplus, that the 
whole debt may be now diſcharged, and a 
_ conſiderable balance remain to Government: 
after which no reaſonable pretext can be 
ſhewn for the continuance of the duty. 


This ſubje& ſo extremely important to 
every conſumer of coals, purchaſed at the 
port of London, was on the point of being 

ET, for 
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for ever buried in oblivion. At the time 
that the plan of conſolidating the duties of 
Cuſtoms was in contemplation, a gentleman, 
eminently qualified to take a part in that in- 


tricate and important work, waited with anoffer 


of his ſervices on Mr, Fitt, by whom he was told, 


that ſhould they be deemed neceſſary towards 


the completion of that object, he would ſend 
for him. The gentleman, whoſe ſervices 


were not deemed neceſſary, when this public 


act was uſhered into the world, diſcovered 
that many errors had been committed, and ſet 
ſeriouſly about a regular inveſtigation of the 


whole conſolidating ſyſtem. In the courſe 
olf his enquiries; he detected many grofs 
blunders, errors, and omiſhons, occaſioned, it 


is preſumed, through the ignorance of thoſe 
employed, in the general hiſtory and effect 
of the revenue ſyſtem. A compleat ſubver- 


ſion of that ſyſtem, had been the conſe- 
quence, in ſome inſtances; in others, where 


accumulated over-charges had been made in 


the collection of the ſeparate duties, they 


were now confirmed by the conſolidation; 
and where former over- charges had produced 
a fraction, another over- charge was added to 
raiſe the fraction to an integer. 
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AN ABSTRACT 
OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED COAL DUTIES 


IN LONDON. 


STATEMENT of the Conflituen! Branches 
of the Conſolidated Dutics on a Cheldron 
of Coals. | | 


LONDON. OUT PORT, 


VUTY., DUTY. 

| 5 „ 

By 8 Anne, cap. 4. $ © 3 0 
By 9 Anne, cap. 6. 2 © "PV -V 
By 9 Annc, cap. 22, for churches, 3 © © © 
Impoſt, 1779, of 5 per cent. 0-478 © 3 
Impoſt, 1582, of 5 per cent. 8 2% oO. 3 


| 


SS 
2 
0 0.89 
0 
o O 


| 


Addcd,toraifethef raction toan integer 


Duties by the Conſolidution Act 8 10 


un 
O 


STATE. 
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STATEMENT of the Conſlituent Branches 
of the Confelulated Duties on a Chaldron 
of C ulin, 


ION DoN. OUT PORT. 


DUTY. DUTY. 
5 . = 
By 8 Anne, cap. 4. oO 72 o 7ys 

By 9 Anne, cap. 6. O 415 O 4:5 

By 9 Anne, cap. 22, for churches, 3 © © © 
Impoſt, 1779, of 5 per cent. 0 3% © oz 
Impoſt, 1782, of 5 per cent. o 2,5 018 
$ 4 4:5 1 17 
Added, to raiſe the fraction to an integer 1 0 os 

Duties by the Conſolidated Act 4 © 41 
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STATEMENT F the Conſtitueni Branches 


F the Conſolidated Duties on a Ton of 
Coals, F 


LONDON. OUT PORT. 


DUTY. DUTY. 

| | 8. 5. . © 

Py 8 Anne, cap. 4. | 2 0 2 © 
By 9 Anne, cap. 6. | 4 14 
By 9 Anne, cap. 22, for churches, 3 © 0 © 
Impoſt, 1779, of 5 per cent. 122 9 
Impoſt, 1782, of 5 per cent. 125 9 
6 11 2 3 
Added, toraiſe the fraction to an integer a © © 

© Duties by the Conſolidated Act 7 0 3 8 


E 2 It 
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It will be obſerved by the above ſtatc- 
ment, that the impoſts 1779 and 1782 be- 
ing charged on the local duty, as well as 
the. national branches, together with the 
fraction added at conſolidation, has increaſed 
the duty four-pence above what 1s paid at 
the out ports; conſequently an overcharge, 
which ought to be repealedwith the other duty 
of three ſhillings impoſed for the churches, 


In many other inſtances, alſo, where duties 
intended originally not as objects of revenue, 
but of regulation, or to encourage {ome im- 
portant branch of trade, had been impoſed ; 
by the careleſs manner of elaſſing them 
with others, purpoſely meant as ſubjeQs of 
public revenue, applicable to the diſcharge 
of ſome particular debt, the original purpoſes 
for which they were impoſed were entirely 
ſubverted. In ſhort, the innumerable errors 
of practice that had been accumulating from 
the firſt period of the impoſition of Cuſtom- 
duties, together with thoſe ſuper- added in 
the proceſs of conſolidation, were now fanc- 
tioned by law ; and the conſtituent parts of 
thoſe conſolidated dutics being then repealed, 
no 


3 

no channel remained through wich thoſe 
errors and over-charges might be detected. 
Of chis ſyſtem of couſolidation the continu- 
ance of the local duty on coals was the con- 
ſequence. As this was the only inſtance of 
a local duty being collected by the revenue 
officers, the ſingularity of the cafe muſt have 
ſtruck the collectors, and the collectors and 
others concerned muſt have mentioned the 
circumſtance to the Miniſter. He could 
not, therefore, be ignorant of the fact. But 
the ſame mode of collection that muſt have 
diſcovered the unfairneſs of lumping the coal 
duty with ſundry public duties, enabled him 

to carry that unfair meaſure into execution. 
Had the duty been collected by officers ap- 
pointed by the city of London, it could not 
have been ſo confounded. 


It was fortunate for the Duke of Rich- 
mond, that his revenue ariſing from coals 
was not involved in the collection of the 
public cuſtoms: If it had, his Grace might 
probably have had occaſion to return to the 
grand doctrine, in which he and Mr. Pitt 

ſo 
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ſo cordially agreed beſore they came into 
power; the flagrant neceſſity of a con- 
ſtitutional reformation. But now, that it is 
only a great and a numerous body of indivi- 
| duals that is plundered, and that the Duke, 
| befides his coal revenue, enjoys the power, 
patronage, and emoluments of office, all is 
well! and innovation is dangerous 2 


I have ebſerved, that Mr. Pitt muſt, in all 
probability, been informed of the locality 
of the coal duty, through the ſingularity of 
the mode in which it was collected. But 
if this eſcaped his obſervation before his con- 
ſolidation act, he knew it ſoon after. The 
unfair ſtep he had taken with regard to the 
coal duty, with other errors into which he 
had fallen, was clearly pointed out to him 
by a gentleman, who is now in poſſeſſion of 
all the correſpondence between him and the 

* The writer of this is very ſenſible, that all animadverſion it 
loſt on a man who unites changeability with obflinacy, in- 
_ conſiſtency of conduct with pretenſions to public virtue, and 


inſolent petulance of ſpeech with the diſgrace of ſuffering fre- 
quent and humiliatisg correction. | 


Miniſter 


Ninth iat ſubjeck. After fundry mei- 
| 3 gehtleman, at the Particular leſire | 
r Ir. Pitt. lignilied by + letter of the 30th 

September, 17:1, inade a full communica- 
tion to hien of the ſeveral particulars relative 
to the diſcovery of the local coal duty, 
and at the iame time pointed out to him the 
elfects it would produce on the reports of the 
Committee of Finance, and alfo on his own 
ſinancial ſtatements. After ſome farther 
correſpondence and communication on that 
ſubject, he was much ſurpriſed at an attempt 
entirely to ſhuffle off all farther enquiry, made 
by his private ſecretary in a letter to the 
gentleman, of the 26th October, 1791, in 
which he ſays, © Enquiry has been made in 
“ conſequence of your communications, but 
it does not appear that any error has been 
committed by thoſe who drew the con- 
ſolidation bill, with regard to the duty on 
coals, conſequently there is no foundation 
for the other parts of your ſtatement.” 
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The gentleman, in anſwer to this letter, 
wrote to him thus: © I did not mean 


to charge thoſe who drew the bill with hav- 


3 | “ing 
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„“ ing committed any errors, but inſiſted 
«© that the errors had been committed, and 
« did exiſt; and that it was of little conſe- 
« quence whether they originated with thoſe 
* who drew the bill, or with thoſe who fur- 
4 niſhed the materials,” The gentleman, at 
| the ſame time, pointed ont the conſequence 
that would follow any attempt to deny or 
evade the force of matters of fact. On the 
2th of November he received a letter from 
the ſecretary, denying the exiſtence of thoſe 
matters of fact. On the 16th of November 
he wrote on the ſubicct to Mr. Pitt, and in 
his letter commented on the conduc of his 
ſecretary, at ſome length. To that letter he 
did not receive any anſwer, and his correſpon- 
dence with the Miniſter dropped of courſe, 


Nr. Pitt, on ſubmitting the conſolidation 
act to the Houle oi Commons, prefaced the 
ſubject in a very pompous and declamatory 
ſpecch, in which he ſaid, © That he had 
& avaiicd himſelf of every degree of ability 
* 424 intormation the country could afford, 
in order 10 perfect the work.“ 


The 
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The truth of this aſſertion is completely 
refuted by what has already been obſerved. 
He did not avail himſelf of ſuch ſources of 
information, and theſe too proffered and preſ- 
ſed upon him, as might have prevented the 
commiſſion of thoſe groſs errors already enu- 
merated. He farther ſaid, That he had 
“ peculiar ſatisfaction to inform them, that 

© this act, in all its parts, had been referred 
to the Board of Revenue, and that they 
* had returned it ſtamped with their intire 
« approbation.” The approbation of the 
Revenue Board amounts to a mere nothing; 
as it is well known that they did not enter 
into the minutiz of conſolidation, and could 
not judge whether any errors were contained 
in it or not. By thus laying a ſtreſs on 
the approbation of the Revenue Board, he 
dazzled the eyes of the Houſe, perſuading 
them, that the whole was a perfe& work, 
notwithſtanding that it involved the groſſeſt 
errors. And, laſtly, © he claimed the credit 
« of the Houſe for the no ſmall ſhare of per- 
* ſonal labour he had beſtowed upon it.” 
F In 


1 
In proportion, therefore, to any merit that 


may reſult to him from its perfections, will 
alſo be the demerit of its defects. 


Such, however, were the wonderful effects 
of this ſpcech, that a right honorable gentle- 
man who had uniformly been hoſtile to every 
meaſure of Mr. Pitt's, and who is more re- 
nowned for the richneſs of his fancy, than 
the ſobriety of his judgment, or the accuracy 
of his computations, beſtowed upon him the 
| moſt extravagant encomiums. Theſe twovery 
_ diſtinguiſhed characters, from fome ſecret 
magnetic power not yet exactly aſcertained, 
ſeem now drawing nearer to a bond of union, 
the repellant matter contained in each appear- 
ing daily to evaporate. 


One great obſtacle to the attainment of 
perfection in undertakings of ſuch magni- 
tude and complexity as the conſolidation act, 
ariſes often from the negle& of practice in 
ſpeculative men, and the ignorance and con- 
tempt of theory in mere practical men. Had a 


thorough 


1 
chorough knowledge of theory and practice 


been combined in thoſe who conſolidated 
the duties, and no private reſtraints impoſed 
on thoſe perſons ſo employed, the numerous 
miſtakes and omiſſions, with their attendant 
evils which diſgrace that work, wouldnot have 
_ exiſted, The whole was, however, executed 
immediately under the eye of the Miniſter. 


It muſt now appear evident, whatever has 
been the effect of thoſe errors, either in re- 
regard to coals or other ſubjects, that Mr. 
Pitt was long ſince informed of them; yet 
has he taken any one ſtep to rectify them? 
No, not one! On the contrary, by ſuffering 
their continuance and concealing the real 
truth, he has brought indelible diſcredit on 
his financial ſtatements. es 


What follows, is an inſtance in point. 
Mr. Pitt's financial ſtatements have been ſuf. 
pected of not containing either fairneſs or 
candour, and a member in each Houſe of 
Parliament, both of them perſons of eminent 

F 2 and 
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and ſplendid abilities, and one of them not leſs 


renowned for his virtues than his abilities “, 
have uniſormly ſaid ſo, and pledged them- 
| ſelves to prove it, but have as conſtantly been 
prevented by an avoidance of the diſcuſſion. 
Mr. Pitt, however, in order to ſtamp ſome 
degree of credit on his manifold aſſertions, 
has had committees of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, ſeparately appointed to examine and 


report the ſtate of the public income and ex- 
penditure, both preſent and what might be 
expected in future. 


The firſt of theſe committees took place 


in the year 1786, and although the moſt re- 


ſpectable characters were appointed members 
of it, their report, in the ſequel, turned out 


to be very incorrect, the future permanent 


expenditure being there much under-rated, 
not from any intention of that committee 
either to miſtate or miſlead, but by the 
Miniſter withholding ſuch neceſſary informa- 


* Lord Rawdon. 
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— 
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tion as he was well enabled to afford. The 
truth of this has been eſtabliſhed by the moſt 
Irrefragable evidence, both in and out of 
parliament, The next committee was ap- 


pointed in the year 1791, when ſimilar 


miſtatements took place in over-rating the 


future permanent income. Over-rated un- 
doubtedly! unleſs parliament ſhall, con- 
trarily to every principle of Juſtice and 


equity, continue to impoſe the local duty on 


coals. This duty, laſt year, produced about 
L. 1 3), ooo, and was included in the account 
of the general receipt of conſolidated coal duty. 
Mr. Pitt ought then to have informed the 
committee that this ſum was produced from 
a local duty which had redeemed itſelf from 


the burdens impoſed upon it, and could not 


be reckoned on in future, as it muſt and 
would be repealed. Had he ſtated theſe 
facts, which he was then perfectly enabled 
to do, whatever ignorance he might have 
pretended in the year 1786, the committee 


would not have included that ſum in the per- 


manent public income in future to be ex- 


pected. 
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pected. He, however, flattered himſelf by 
imagining that the conſolidation act had 
for ever precluded an inveſtigation into truth, 
and the detection of this and other errors. 


I ſhall now proceed to refute the principal 
objections that Mr. Pitt either does, in fact, 
or may urge in oppoſition to a repeal of this 
ſuperanuated, this dead, and d- ned tax on 
coals. — 


iſt. Mr. Pitt alledges that the citizens of 
London and Weſtminſter have no claim to 
relief from this duty, becauſe money had 
been raiſed upon it for national purpoſes, 
and that the ſurplus had been long applied to 
the public exigences by former miniſters, 
I anſwer, if injuſtice was committed towards 
a particular claſs of citizens by former mi- 
niſters or legiſlative bodies, that is not a 
reafon why it ſhould be committed ſtill ; 
on the contrary, the long-continued preſſure 


of injuſtice is an argument why the odious 
burden ſhould be taken off without farther 
dclay. 
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delay. In equal and free governments op- 
preſſion is not ſanctioned by preſcription. 
It is true, that when the firſt attempt was 
made to render that tempory coal tax charge- 
able with money raiſed for the public uſe, 
the city of London preſented a petition a- 
gainſt that ſtretch of power, and that their 
petition was rejected: What then? the citi- 
zens of thoſe times ought to have perſevered 
in aſſerting their juſt claims; and if they 
weakly abandoned the proſecution of claims 
common to them and their poſterity, we, 
of the preſent times, when the rights of men 
are more generally underſtood, and ſtoutly 
maintained, think it proper to reſume, and 
to inſiſt on them. But farther, former mi- 
niſters, for the continuace of the coal-duty, 
and for its application to purpoſes different 
from thoſe of its original object, might have 
palliated their conduct by the plea of ſtate- 
neceſſity. No ſuch neceſſity now exiſts: 
We have a large ſurplus public revenue, and 
it is every year, every month, encreaſing! 
Nor are former miniſters chargeable with 


the 


the trick of attempting to ſeize an opportu- 


nity of confounding a local with a national 
tax, and burying it for ever ſo deep as to 
eſcape our graſp, and even our inveſtigation, 
Yet Mr. Pitt, as if conſcious that he might 
be detected, in order to ſcreen himſelf from 
any ſuſpicion of acting intentionally wrong, 
declared, on ſubmitting the matter to parlia- 
ment, Far be it from my intention, neceſ- 
„ ſary and indiſpenſable as it is, to in- 
© fringe in any degree the rights of Engliſh- 
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2d. Mr. Pitt alledges, that the ſurpluſſes 
which were left by all former acts to the 
diſpoſal of parliament, were, in the year 
1755 by 28 Geo. II. cap. 22. carried to the 
ſinlung fund, for diſcharging the national 
debts, I anſwer, this was neither more nor 
leis than providing a fund for the redemp- 
tion of thoſe annuities which were a national 
debt, chargeable on the local duty on coals; 


and all this, too, in compliance with the 
pirit and the very letter of the ſtatute that 
charged 


} 
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charged thoſe annuities on that duty, the pro- 
viſions of which ſtatute have never yet been 

repealed. According to the principles of our 

government, where the phraſeology of laws 
is of doubtful interpretation, they ought to 
be interpreted according to equity, and the 
reaſons of thoſe laws, expreſſed in their pre- 
ambles, or deducible from the circumſtances 
of the times in which they were paſſed. But 
here, equity, reaſon, and the letter of the 
law concur to demonſtrate, that a local and 
temporary tax, after it has ſerved its origi- 
nal purpoſe, as far as it was thought expe- 


dient that it ſhould be ſerved, and alſo cleared 


completely thoſe annuities with which, in 
circumſtances of public neceſſity, it had been 
charged, ought now, in times of public 
proſperity, to be repealed. 


zd. In oppoſition to the ſuperabundant ar- 
gument of which I have made uſe, drawn from 
the preſent public proſperity, Mr. Pitt will 
plead the propriety of forming a ſinking fund, 
even at the expence of heavy taxes, for the 
payment of the national debt. Aye ! there's 

G e 
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the rub. This is the ſtalking-horſe on which 


our ſtateſman rides in triumph through a 
thoughtleſs and gaping croud,to the ſummitof 
his ambition, that of keeping his preſent office. 
The in-efficiency, the abſurdity, the perni- 
cious tendency of that political s0pn1sM of 
making the public both debtor and creditor, of 
taking out of one pocket and putting into 
another might be eaſily expoſed, if it had 
not been done already, or if it were neceſ- 
ſary in the preſent argument. The folly and 
the miſc'.ief of that deluſive meaſure on 
which chiefly Ar. Pitt reſts his claim to po- 
pular ſupport and applauſe, have not been 
| ſhewn or proved by that excellent citizen and 
patriot, whoſe authority has already been twice 
introduced in this pamphlet, but clearly and ir- 
refragably demonſtrated. CAPTAIN NEWTE, 
in his Tour in England and Scotland, has 
occaſion to advert to the difficulty of preſerv- 
ing our competition in foreign markets againſt 
all thoſe local advantages poſſeſſed by other 
manufacturing countries; eſpecially in a 
period when the ſpirit of liberty and induſtry 
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is gaining ground in every part of Europe. 
He inews, © that the exerciſe of ingenious 


cc 


or of laborious induſtry in large under- 
takings, cannot have place without a 
capital. That the ſinking fund may be 
conſidered as a capital laid out by 


the nation at very low intereſt, inſtead 


of being employed in trade and manufac- 
tures. That beſides the extremely low 
intereſt and the immenſe returns of trade, 
there is, in the ſinking fund, the expence 
of colletion—over and above what may be 
conſidered as an heavier expence, the mini- 
ſterial patronage attending that collection. 
— — — The obje& of the ſinking 
fund is two-fold : The ſtability of puplic 


credit, and the relief and eaſe of poſterity. 


With regard to public credit, it will 


never be ſhaken while we can pay the 


Intereſt of our debts, though we ſhould 


never diminiſh the principal: Even to- 
wards the end of the American war, go- 
vernment was able to borrow more money 
than it wanted. Either our commerce 


G 2 muſt 
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muſt increaſe, or it muſt decreaſe; for it 
cannot be abſolutely ſtationary. If it de- 
creaſe at all, it will decreaſe rapidly, and 
in that caſe all our paltry reductions of the 


public debt will avail nothing. But if 
our agriculture, manufaQtures, and com- 


„ merce ſhall increaſe, the very progreſs of 


„time, without any ſinking fund, would 
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alleviate the national burden by an increaſe 
of revenue and of population on the one 


hand, and a depreciation in the value of 


money on the other. At the firſt eſtabliſh- 


ment of a ſtanding army, the pay of a 


common ſoldier, ſix-pence a-day, was cal- 


culated and fixed, on the principle that a 


ſoldier ſhould be placed on the ſame footing 


with regard to income, with an ordinary 
mechanic, as a ſhoemaker, a taylor, &c. 


who, from 1633 to 1660, the period 


when the two oldeſt regiments were raiſed, 
earned per diem, on an average, ſix-pence. 


But an ordinary mechanic, at this day, in 


any part of the kingdom, can gain more 


than triple that ſum ; and in the capital, 


« and 
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and other places, more than ſix times. 


The medium, therefore, is, that from the 
period juſt mentioned to the preſent, the 


value of money has decreaſed three- fourth 


parts of its value. Now, as commerce con- 
tinues, where it is proſperous, to increaſe in a 
kind of geometrical proportion, the future 


decreaſe in the value of money may be 


expected to be extremely rapid: ſo rapid, 
indeed, as to elude calculation. 


Even if it were certain that a ſinking 


fund, though oppreſſive to the preſent race, 


would nevertheleſs prove a bleſſing to poſ- 


4 terity, the queſtion of the Iriſhman might 


fairly be put, I pray you, what did ever 
poſterity do for us?! Sufficient for the 
day is the evil thereof.” But, in juſt cal- 
culation, a ſinking fund, ſqueezed out of 
the people, is not a benefit, but a loſs to 
poſterity. It tranſmits to our ſucceſſors a 
depreciated ſum of money or capital, 
inſtead of the fruits of the labour 
which this capital would now purchaſe. 


* It 
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It is as if an Engliſh manufacturer ſhould 
ſend to his friend in Tombuctoo, or Aca- 
pulco, guineas, or other golden coins, in- 
ſtead of Britiſh manufactures. It is, as 
if a landholder or farmer, inſtead of im- 


proving his eſtate or farm, ſhould lock up, 


for the benciit of his grand-children, his 
guineas, crowns, and half-crowns, in his 
ſtrong box. The concluſion to be drawn 
from all this reaſoning, is, that we ſhould 


let this weight of the public debt alone. 


It is a maxim in phyſics, that the momentum 
of bodies depends on the quantum of their 
velocity multiplied into that of their mat- 


ter. Dead preſſure is next to nothing. 


This maxim holds, in ſome degree, in 
moral concerns. There is neither genius 
nor ſound ſenſe in harraſſing the nation 
for the eſtabliſhment of a ſinking fund. 
It would be wiſe policy, inſtead of im- 
poſing unncceſſary burdens, to remove 
taxes, wherever their weight affects induſ- 
try. If there be a ſurplus revenue after 


this, apply it in bounties, or in any way 
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that may beſt promote general and 
productive exertion. Be careful of one 
thing, never to add to the national debt. 
Let the ſupplies, even on new and great 
emergencies, be raiſed boldly within the 
year; from which this great advantage 
would ariſe, that no adminiſtration could 
carry on any project, whether of peace or 
war, without the general concurrence of 
the nation. It is not the debt already con- 
tracted, however great, that is the evil we 


have moſt reaſon to dread ; but the ap- 


titude of all Miniſters to impoſe new taxes 


on every ſubject, that we ought to watch 


with a jealous eye. They lie in wait, on 


various pretences, to catch that money 
which, left as a capital in the hands of the 


people, would ſerve as a ſpur to general 


induſtry.” 


The Captain illuſtrates the folly of exceſ- 
five taxation, and of Mr. Pitt's ſinking fund 
founded on exceſſive taxation, with equal 
felicity, at greater length. See Captain 
Newte's 


1 
Newte's Tour, page 128 for ſix pages down- 
wards. 


Queen Elizabeth was wont to ſay, that 
money was as good to her (meaning the 
executive government) in her ſubjects 
pocket's, as her own. Captain Newte ſhews 
that it would have been much better. As 
Great Britian has not yet arrived at the li- 
matum of its improvability, the money em- 
ployed in buying up ſtock For the eUBLIC, 
FROM the PUBLIC, would be, doubtleſs, 
more productive, if regard be had to the 
augmentation of the national ſtock, if it 
were left in the hands of induſtrious in- 
dividuals, than drawn forth into the ſhape 
of a ſinking fund, to the vexation of the la- 
bouring poor; and the diſcouragement of 
| ſeveral branches of trade and manufacture. 


It may ſeem impertinent to obſerve, that 
Captain Newte's reaſoning has been allowed 
by the beſt judges to be perfectly convincing, 
and that it has made a very general impreſ- 

ſion. 


(83 1] 


fron *. But there are minds ſo modeſt, 
as to miſtruſt the operation of their own 
intellects, 


* This might be proved by an enumeration of names diſ- 
$inguiſhed by an happy union of talents with virtues ; but as 
any reference to private individuals might be deemed improper, 
I ſhall, inapublic diſcuſſion, appeal to a public writer, or ſociety 
of writers, in a Journal avoweedly ou the fide of Mr. Pitt. 
In the Whitehall Evening Poſt, Sat. Feb. 4, 1792, we read 
in the abridgement of politics, “ It was a thing, though not 
& abſolutcly unprecedented, yet not a little uncommon, to 
& find the miniſter, at the opening of a ſeſſion of parliament, 
& proclaming the intention of the crown to give ſome eaſe 
« to the people by an alleviation of the heavy burden of taxes. 
% This conduct of Mr. Pitt is undoubtedly entitled to the 
« warmeſt approbation. This management, as has been clearly 

« demonſtrated by an Engliſh gentleman, (Captain Newte,) 
in the account which he has lately publiſhed of his Tour in 
„% England and Scotland, is the ſimpleſt, the happieſt, and the 
« ſureſt mode of liquidating the national debt; which is, 
4 in fact, leſſened by the gradual depreciation in the value 
« of money in a proſpering ſtate of commerce, through the 
&« mere lapſe of time; and, alſo, by being divided among a 
e greater number of individuals, enabled, by means of in- 
« 


* 


duitry relieved from the preſſure of immoderate taxes, to 

e bear a part in its liquidation.“ 
The ſame paper, in the abridgm-nt of politics, Sat. May 26, 
1792, conlidet - thie “ erroneouſneſs of Mr. Pitt's ſinking fund 
« a5 a point on which all parties in this country appear to be 
« pretty generally agreed.” And agrecably to this opinion of 
Mr. Pitt's ſinking fund, the ſame political ſpeculator, or ſpecu- 
lators, in their paper of Sat. Dec. 31, ſay, © With regard to 
« internal political economy, this, in the preſent pliiloſophi- 
cal age, and inviting conjuncture, ſhould rife abovet he cllo- 
| 11 | « cation 
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intellects, and to be diffident of their own 
ſentiments, if theſe are not fortified and 
confirmed by the opinions of others. 


If, however, notwithſtanding all that has 


& cation of taxes, and the diRribution of offices and honours ; and 
& he extended to public rewards for public ſervices and inven- 
„ tions; to the cultivation of waſte- lands; the breaking of en- 
« tails; the reduction (as in the Auſtrian Nethe:lands) of 
« immoderate farms, by which ſo many induſtrious and vir- 
e tuous people are turned out of their poſſeſſions, and become 


« in reality no better than ſlaves to the gentleman farmer; the 


% improvement of the fiſheries ; the reduction of taxes where 
& they lie heavy on induſtry and diminiſh population; and, 
&« in general, by every regulation that may tend to alleviate 
«the ſulferings of the labouring poor, aud promote the health, 
ee the numbers, the virtue, and the comfort of the people. 
« With theſe advices to thoſe that govern, (of which they 
« ſtand greatly in need, ) and good wiſhes to thoſe that are go- 
4 verned, we coſe our political reſlections and hints for the 
% year 1791.“ It is but juſtice to the paper here quoted, to 
obſerve, that though it profeſſes an attachment to miniſtry, 


it ſuſtains, in the weekly retroſpect of politics, the character 


it has obtained, of plain ſenſe and impartiality” The 
miniſter's dereliction of former principles; his folly in threat- 


ning and preparing for war witk Ruſſia; his acting by tempo- 

rary expedients only, inſtead of great views; the abſurdity of 
aſcribing to his genius what ariſes out of the circumſtances of 
the times. Theſe, with other truths, as well of matters of 
fact, palliatcd or paſſed over by the indiſcriminating panegy- 
riſts of Mr. Pitt, are allowed and noticed by the weekly poli- 
tician in the Whitchall Evening Poſt with equal propriety and 
Gignity. 


been 


N — — — 


— — —u— — 


. 
been urged; it ſhould be contended, that à 
ſinking fund drawn from the very vitals of in- 
duſtry is as advantageous to the nation at large, 
as it is ſubſervient to the colluſion which 
manifeſtly ſubſiſts between Mr. Pitt and the 
money-lenders; the people of London and 
Weſtminſter, and of all the towns and vil- 
lages on the Thames, ſtill inſiſt that a local 
and temporary tax is not to be perpetuated, 
ſunk, and confounded with public revenue: 


| — But, 


4. I underſtand, that on this ſubje& 
it is urged by the moſt confidential friends 


of the Miniſter, that the cities of London 
and Weſtminſter are well enabled, from 
their great wealth, to bear more than their 
equal ſhare of the public burdens ; and that 


they ought to do ſo, as they receive great 
advantages unknown to other parts of the 


kingdom, being the emporium of all the 
public treaſures, the reſidence of the Crown, 


Parliament, Courts of Law, public offices, 
theatres, and other places of amuſement, 


and, ina word, the centre of all that is gay, 


ſplendid, and wealthy in the Britiſh empire. 
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If London and its neighbourhood be, 
in general, richer than the other parts of the 
kingdom, the price of labour and the ex- 
pence of living is high in proportion. The 
wealth of London lays a tax on itſelf. 
Where there is a great flow of riches, a great 
concourſe of opulent individuals, money goes 
but a ſhort way. Is not houſe-rent, ſervant's 
wages, dreſs, and all the great articles of houſe- 
hold expence in the metropolis immoderately 
high? Becaule the price of labour and the ex- 
pence of living is higher in London than elſe- 
where, are the inhabitants, from that circum- 

ſtance enabled to bear an unequal ſhare of the 
public burdens? If it be good reaſoning to ſay, 
Becauſe a man lives in London he ought to 
ſubmit to an unequal tax on coals, it will 
be alſo good reaſoning to ſay, that he ought 

to ſubmit to an unequal tax on every thing. 
The whole ſyſtem of finance and revenue 
will undergo a revolution, and the queſtion 
with the legiſlature will not be what a man 
uſes or conſumes, but where he uſes it. 
Subſtances, by this metaphyſical management, 
will be exchanged for categories. 


But 
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But is there in reality ſuch an overflow 

bf rich people in London? There is not a 
more undoubted fact, than that the Britiſh 
metropolis contains more poor, in propor- 
tion to its population, than the other parts of 
the kingdom. Nor is this great number of 
poor owing ſolely to the vices incident to 


a great capital. There are in the city f 


London, men who have many children, and 
who find it difficult to ſupport their family, 
even with their utmoſt induſtry. 


I ſhall now briefly ſtate, for the infor- 
mation of my fellow citizens, the ſteps that 
have been taken towards a repeal of the 
coal tax, and the ways in which we have 
it in our power to enforce thoſe ſteps, and 
to follow them up with others that ſhall 
ſurely lead on to the deſired end, 


The diſcovery relating to the continued 
impoſition of the local duty on coals was 
communicated on the 13th of April, 1791, 
to the Committee of Controul over the Coal 
and Corn Meters for the City of London, 
through the medium of Mr, Alderman Skin- 
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ner, whole patriotic vigilance, whoſe ſteady 
and firm zcal in the cauſe of his country, 
and particularly the City of London, are 
above my praiſe. The Committee ſubmitted 
the whole of the communication that had 
been made to them on that ſubject, with a 
caſe annexed, to Mr. Serjeant Adair, Sir John 
William Roſe, the City Recorder, and Mr. 
Silveſter, the Common Serjeant, for their 
opinions, how far it would be adviſeable for 
the City of London to apply by petition to 
the Legiſlature for redreſs. 


It will be proper here to remark, that, at 
this period, from not adverting to the reduc- 
tions which took place in the annuity in the 
years 17 50 and 1757, it appeared, that the 
ſurplus had only amounted to L. 1,01 2,701, 
together with the over-charges on the imports 
1779 and 1782. The opinion of counſel 
was requeſted, therefore, only as to the pro- 
priety of applying the ſurplus to the reduc- f 
tion in part of the annuity, and of having a 


proportionate reduction in the duty in time to 


come, as a correction of the over-charges 
which 


e 
which had ſeparately amounted to . 1 25,000, 
and that thoſe over-charges might be applied, 
to defray the expence of ſuch public works 
as might be carrying on, in bchalf of thoſe 
on whom the ſurcharges had been made. 


The counſel, after having the caſe before 
them more than fix months, delivered their 
opinion; that the duty had been originally 

impoſed for local purpoſes, and the ſurpluſſes 
of it directed to be kept apart, ſubject (after 
the re-payment of the J. 1,750,000 advan- 
ced by the Bank) to the future diſpoſal of 
Parliament; but that the Miniſter had, by 
the operation of the Conſolidation At, taken 
_ poſſeſſion of that ſurplus, and had thrown 
It together with the future produce into the 
conſolidated fund, applicable to the general 
ſervices of the State; that, as to the applica- 
tion to Parliament being adviſeable, it ap- 
peared rather a queſtion of propriety and cx- 
pedience than of law, on which they would 
not pretend to give any decided opinion; 
put that they certainly ſaw no legal bar in 
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the way of ſuch application. They further 
admit the equitable claim that perſons affected 
by the local duty have to redreſs ; but ſcem 
to doubt whether ſuch an application would 
have much proſpect of ſucceſs. Thus ſtands 
the opinion of counſel, which is clearly in 
favour of the caſe, Their ſuggeſtion of the 
doubtfulneſs of eventual ſucceſs to this mea- 
ſure, mult have ariſen from à conviction that 
the Miniſter, leading, as he certainly does, a 
majority in Parljament, would ſet his face 
againſt it, 


March 28, 1792. The Committee have 
ing received this opinion, and at the ſame 
time obtained a more minute and accurate 
ſtate of the fund, by ſubſtituting the true an- 
nuity under the reductions that had taken 
place inſtead of the former groſs calculations, 
by which it appeared that the ſurplus was ſuffi- 
cient to diſcharge the whole debt, and alſo 
leave a conſiderable balance, laid the whole 
before the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council; and obſerved, that the 


Act 
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Act 13 Geo. I. cap. 21. ſect. 19. having 
ſaid, . That after the whole debt is paid, the 
duty ſhall be underſtood to be redecmed ;” 
that both law and equity were now in favour 
of the propoſed application for the total re- 
peal of the duty; they therefore did not con- 
ceive any new opinion would be neceflary, 
as the caſe appeared perfectly intelligible, and 
the Counſel had already declared their opini- 
on, that there was no legal bar in the way of 
ſuch application. EO 


May 16, 1792. The Common Council, 
having taken the ſubje into conſideration, 
directed that a petition praying for the repeal 
of the local duty, ſhould be laid before Par- 
liament, and ordered the Sheriffs to preſent 
the ſame, which they accordingly did on the 
following day at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Commons. The petition was immediately, 
on the motion of Alderman Sir Watkin 
Lewes, one of the City Members, ordered | 
to lie on the table. 9 
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The matter being now fairly before Par- 


liament, it was the duty of Sir Watkin, or 
ſome other of the City Members, to have 
immediately moved for the neceſſary papers 
relating to the Fund, preparatory to the mo- 
tion for the repeal of the duty. But did any 
of thoſe Gentlemen do ſo? No! On the 
contrary, Mr. Alderman Watſon ſhewed a 
difinclination to take any active part at all in 
the bulineſs, by ſaying that the matter had 
been long ago ſettled paſt redemption, the 


ſurplus having been already appropriated to 


ſome other purpoſe. Not the leaſt notice 
was, therefore, taken of the buſineſs until 


the 24th May, when a conference with 


Mr. Pitt, having been previouſly planned 
by Sir Watkin Lewes, Mr. Alderman Wat- 
ſon, and Mr. Alderman Curtis, theſe Gen- 
tlemen, without any orders from the Com- 
mon Council, waited on him in order to 


learn his ſentiments. Mr. Pitt informed 


them that he was not prepared to give an 


anſwer, but would turn his attention immedi- 
_ ately to the ſubject, and that they ſhould 


hear farther from him in the courſe of the 
enſuing weck. This anſwer of Mr. Pitt's, 
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was evidently calculated to protract the en- 


quiry, by throwing it over to another Seſ- 


ſion of Parliament: For, by this delay, the 
Seſſion would be ſo far advanced as to pre- 
clude the poſſibility of the matter being diſ- 
cuſſed at ſo late a period. 


On the 5th of June, Mr. Alderman Cur- 
tis, to the ſurpriſe of every body who anxi- 
ouſly expected other meaſures to be purſued, 
gave notice that he would, early in the next 
Seſſion of Parliament, make ſome motion re- 
lative to the local duty on Coals. Sir Wat- 
kin Lewes, I think, was rather diſtanced in 
this race for popularity by his colleague, 


who thus deprived him of the credit of that 


notice: For he would naturally expe& the 


principal lead to be given to him, as ſenior 
member for the city, and as having made the 


original motion in regard to the petition. 


On the gth of June, another meeting took 
place, by appointment, at Downing-Street, 
between the abovementioned gentlemen and 
Mr. Pitt, when he informed them that he 

12 had 


( 64 ) 


had all along conſidered the duty as a national 
one applicable to national purpoſes, in which 
caſe they could not expect any redreſs; and 
in order to ſtrengthen this opinion, he deli- 
vered to them a paper containing ſome garb- 
led extracts from a few of the ſtatutes which 
relate tothis ſubject, 


On the 14th of June the Parliament was 
prorogued, and, conſequently, all hopes of 
relief from the local uy cut off until 
another year. 


On the 19th of June a Common Councit 
was ſummoned, and previouily to its meeting 
Mr. Alderman Curtis came down, as he him- 
ſelf declared, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſub- 
mitting Mr. Pitt's paper to the council: Find- 
ing, however, that this paper, which had 
been the production of a conference not 
ſought for on the part of the City, would re- 
fle& no kind of credit on thoſe who had pro- 
cured it, he happily recollected ſome preſſing 
buſineſs that required his immediate attend- 


ance e elſewhere, and left Sir Watkin Lewes to 
ſtand 
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ſtand the brunt of this ungractons taſk ; 
and this poor Knight was a ſecond time made 
the dvpe of his brother Alderman's ſuperior 
ſagucity. 


Sir Watkin, however, after ſome prefatory 
addreſs, propoſed that the paper ſhould be 
received, which was immediately oppoſed by 
Mr. Alderman Skinner, unleſs another paper 
in his hand, with which he had been pre- 
_ viouſly furniſhed, with a complete refutation 
of Mr. Pitt's, thould alſo be received. This 
ſeemed to threaten ſome debate ; when Mr. 
Thorpe obſerved, that the matter might be 
very eaſily ſettled, and defired that the mi- 
nutes of a former meeting, which related to 
this ſubject, might be read. They were ac- 
cordingly 1exd, and it appeared that the 
counc!l had only direQted a petition to be 
preſented to Parliament by the hands of their 
Sheriffs. The Sheriffs were called in, to ſay, 
whether they had complied with this order ; 
and they having anſwered in the affirmative, 
Mr. Thorpe then ſaid, that it would be incon- 
2 5 ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with their dignity to hold any ſubordi- 
nate correſpondence with the Miniſter; and as 
they had not given any inſtructions to their 
repreſentatives to act as they had done, he 
moved that Mr. Pitt's paper might be rejected, 
which was reſolved unanimouſly, and that 
no notice of this tranſaction ſhould be taken 
in the minutes. Thus the Downing-Street 
conferences were conſigned to merited diſ- 
grace. Mr. Alderman Watſon, perceiving 
the juſt indignation with which the court 
treated this communication, begged them not 
to conſider the paper as Mr. Pitt's anſwer. 
J would beg leave, then, to aſk the worthy 
Alderman in what other light it is to be con- 
ſidered, or what Mr. Pitt meant by ſending 
it to Guildhall ? 


Permit me now, countrymen and fellow- 
citizens, before I conclude this addreſs, to 
entreat that you will not loſe ſight of your in- 
tcreſt, but purſue it with unremitting vigilance 
and ardour. A reduction of five ſhillings per 
chaldron of coals is no trifling conſideration 

to 
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to any man: To ſome it is a ſaving of great 
magnitude. The ſum collected, in the whole, 
from the coal tax, is from ſix to ſeven mil- 
lions ſterling, Of that ſum only . 500,000 
have been expended on that local purpoſe 
for which that local tax on coals was origi- 
nally laid. We have already borne ſix mil- 
lions more than our juſt ſhare of the public 
expences. They wiſh to keep the annual 
burden of J. 137, ooo; a ſum which is 
rapidly increaſing every year, firmly, and 
immoveably fixed upon our backs; but we 
will be great aſſes indeed if we do not kick, 
and wince, and bite till we get rid of it. 
But you will perhaps ſay, what can we do? 
we muſt truſt thoſe matters to our parliament- 
men. Don't truſt too much to your parlia- 
ment-men ! You have, in the very matter 
in hand, a recent and memorable proof how 
ready members of Parliament, who do not 
riſe in fortune, ſenſe, or patriotic virtue, 
above ſome of our preſent city members, 
are, to collude with the executive govern- 
ment, and to facrifice the public good to 
miniſterial 
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miniſterial favour. Neither truſt much to the 
honeſty of lawyers; of whom, though 1 
muſt ſpeak cautiouſly, and though they be the 
grand nurſery of our modern nobility, I will 
be bold to ſay, that there is not, in general, 
ſuch a ſlippery claſs of men, in my opinion, 
upon the face of God's earth! Look ſharp 
even after the counſel you employ, 


If you ſhould be called to exerciſe 
your rights of election to Parliament, you 
will have an opportunity of ſhewing 
how near that object is to your heart, 
and how much all who would openly oppoſe, 
or ſecretly ſhuffle it off, are objects of your 
diſtruſt, not to ſay reſentment. But if you 
ſhould not be in poſſeſſion of the direct means 
of influencing elections by a vote, you may 
have influence with ſome that have. The 
perſons to whom a repeal of the coal tax 
would be a conſiderable ſaving, united by a 
common cauſe, would form a very numerous 
and powerful party. For not only would 
this party comprehend the uſual inhabitants 
of 
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of London and Weſtminſter, and the towns and 
villages lying towards the Thames, but all thoſe 
noblemen, gentlemen, and ladies, who come 
from all parts of the kingdom to reſide in 
London, in that ſeaſon when coals are moſt 
wanted. Let the attention of this party, or 
the generality of them, be but duly awak- 
ended to their intereſts and rights, and their 
_ determinations to claim theſe be fixed and 
reſolute : And there is not a doubt, but, in 
one way or other, they will, with the ad- 
vantage of juſtice and ſound policy on their 
ſide, communicate their ſentiments and wiſhes 
to the heart and the head of the Britiſh empire. 
For I am not of opinion, with Mr. Pitt, and the 
Duke of Richmond, and Lord Sidney, &c. that 
there is no good to be expected until we 
have a reformation of parliament. In all great 
caſes, where large bodies of the people are 
united in opinion and will, and their pulſe 
beats high, their ſentiments low with ſuf- 
ficient rapidity to the public councils through 
the old, dirty chaanels; the ſtrength of the cur- 
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rent Serping collected mire' aul other 3 im- 
pediments before i it. | 


The continued appropriation of the colt. 


TAX to other purpoſes than that for which it 
was originally impoſed, is not only a ſpecies 
of ſacrilege, but a heavy act of oppreſſion. 
We ought, therefore, tanquan pro AR s 
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